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Manila, July 7, 2009. As Michael Jackson’s televised 
funeral plays throughout The Philippines despite
terrorist attacks in the south, an estranged son 
purchases a child who can drink and smoke to impress
his father. However, when the patriarch and his friends 
embrace the new child as one of  their own, the
question must be asked: what determines who is more 
valuable of  attention?
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    Presently, it seems the absurd has become commonplace. 
Has this changed the way we see each other? Attempting to 
answer this question, I wanted to explore: what makes 
someone more valuable than another person? Where did this 
come from and where can we find this? And when the absurd 
has normalized into reality, is it possible for us to notice the 
strangeness of  what is actually happening?
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     Flourishing Films is a boutique international sales 
agent, production company and North American 
distributor specializing in global filmed content with a 
particular focus on Black content from across the African 
diaspora for both diaspora and international audiences at 
large. The firm’s mission is to sell, distribute and produce 
narratives from not only the Black diaspora but those 
from all diverse voices more generally.
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A B O U T  F L O U R I S H I N G  F I L M S

     With diversity as its core value, Flourishing Films’ 
editorial line already includes and is currently expanding 
to encompass the perspectives of  women, indigenous 
filmmakers, other underrepresented ethnic minorities as 
well as LGBTQI filmmakers and narratives. By way of  
films we promote, these are the cinematic bridges we want 
to build between cinema-viewing audiences in the 
broadest sense of  the term.
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